
Jaqjary 23, 1950. 

Dr. A. J. %xLL, 
Bronx Hospital, 
&IF York. 

Dear Dr. i7eil: 

Thank you very mah for your oonaid~ration in sending the 1, aoliforms 
which might ‘be Pregregating for lira tose-f ementation. 

1 must adiait that I have plated th880 CtitUIW tWiC8 on EL@ la&x38 
agar, and noticed only pure ?(+)I, and purca l~-Vt colonies. May I take it that 
the slants w&s inoaulatad directly front mixed colonies, and that t&8 
latter might have been mixtures to begin with? Or have you handlsd thema 
so that you have aom8 COnfid%na% that there may be some ~811s in the aul- 
tures mhlch give rim both to + and - colonies? In the latter aventi;~ f 
would certainly pureus them more intensively, bUt otherwtie, it might be 
mars reasonable to regard these aulturee as imrely mixed. 

However the88 particular cultures some out, your interest 3.8 grcratly 
appreaiated. In fact, I would be very grateful if you could, without in- 
aonvenience to yourself , send me anything else along this line that my 
turn up fro? time th, md without bothering youreelf to v8rify the situation. 
I am, of course, not interested for the moment either in obvious mixed 
colonies clearly dsrived from th8 aup8rimpo~aition of different Cells. ~ese 
usual3.y ahow up as a simple pattern Nor am X aoncsrr)ed 

with the ordinary %uhabil.e~~, with light y1-i1 cent&s, and dark papillae 
or peripheral set tom. The types I am interested in would have rather 
dark centars, with itiications of instability toward -. f)epe&Ung on the 
degree of insttrbility, there will be only an occasional - aeator, or a 
fine inierspersai of + and - sectors from a dark asnter, or pwhapa a 
"bullseye'! aohxqy, with a dark center.& and light psriphery, perhapd with 
an occasional dark radial sector: 

The -photo show8 better some of the intermediate types. 

Thank you againffor your kindness, 

Sinaerdy, 

Jo8hm Ledarber~ 


